_ * 
—_— 4 
A — _ 2 


Te Le and Abuſeof Philoſophy in Mar. 
ters of 9 W conſider * 


1 2 
a » i 
: it 
0 34 
4 | 2 
oy 
a *14 


| [ 
SER MON| | 
? 


Preach'd at the Pariſh-Church 


DS: | f 
BISHOPs-STORTFORD, 1 
I N | [| ; 1 
Herfrdfie, Ave. 22. 1710. | 

| AT-THE F 


Annual Meeting of the Scholars 
Educated at that School. 


| Duvihd at the Requeſt of the Stewards, Gentle: 
Þ hy men and Clergy there preſent. | 


| By WILLIAM LUNYN, M.A. and Rector of 
Elfworth, in the County of Cones: 


LONDON: 


Printed for FOHN WIA, at the Roſe in St. PaaT's 
de, | g. 


- 
1 1 —_— . * 
1 
1 
| . 
£ a p 
4 F& 4 
\ 
1 * 
iy d 
4 
% * Py * 
. » 
: + . , 4 
* 
1 * my 7 ” «4 N * 
; * 
* 
5 
* 
1 
- 
* 
4 
- * , 
} 4 22 . , 
1 * 
4 * 5 
* * 
; 
2 . 
: p c 
4 
* oy * 
„ k 1 * * * 
9 * 1 * 
- * * , * = * 
[4 . \ 


—— U?ũ pp x — — 2 —— —⁵3 ” „ PL LET OT a” P * 
— 7 all *, = 
n Ahe 3d Jo er £5 arts 35 AM 
* * . QF wh 4a, <# . *, 4 — 2 b g 14 14 — "4 Id — * 644 2 / k I 

% 5 — 

« 4 3. * * F wt 6 + '$; «rt © Z w o 

vi 'w#+44* > $8374 | & 4 13 4 
of | - * 0 .- — * * 1 * . N 
— — _ — 3328 — — s 2 — , —_— I a 2 393 0 . 
, WW. Y r 
5 + * 8 
1 24 * A J [ Wy o } -4 * * * x : 
* - —— * # L L 3 * 
x 9 N 
| hs * * 5 2 * 
929 * WL . * . NA * , ” 4 8 * ; 0 : 1 
p - % L. 
* 44 -#-* 4 _ 
CSE Coe —ñ ——U ÿç Tũ 221 Se — tp it as. 
* 
* 
* . 1 — * 0 
: 
” * 
* £ T LY | * 1 « Y q 
y | TT i , 
* * 4 eee vp > e I. 1 1 in I (} #2. | 


: 
2288. DR —— — — 


"a. | 94 T8 
eli er- ern 


4 


Sets ants 
FF 


9 % 


. e 


—— AG © — 


— — 


4.0 


ROBERT ELWES, Eſq; 
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FOHN YARDLEY, M. D 


Stewards of the School-Feaſt ; 
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1 he Reſt of the Gentlemen and 


Clergy there preſent, 
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e PREACHD 
Ar 5 durfen, &c. 
Cc o Los. II. be 


and vain Deceit. 


Beware e bel any Man . ſpoil you rec Philoſ 2 


. there was in the Apoſtles Days, ſo tis very 
VI there is in ours, a Generation of Men, 
or Vipers, ſhall I call them? Who, under 
the þ tous Pretence of inſtructing the Sons 

en in the Rudiments of Philoſophy, 
and ente 0% Þ > cal d, take great Pains to unteach 
them the Principles of Reveal'd Religion, as contradi-, 


hay! kindly made the Characteriſtick of Human Nature, 
and conſequently, altogether unworthy, the Notice of 
ſuch rational Agents, as act upon more noble Principles, 
than to be chouſed out of their Reaſon by dull Prieſtcraft, 
ot perſuaded into the Belief of Contradiction, acer beam 
Stuff, and unintelligible Nonfenſe, as ſome of 

who are ſo full of Senſe, that they have no Room le 
on OT have no Jets, Fr, than impiou vol 


cory to thoſe of Natural Reaſon,which Divine Providence 


\ 
4 
; 
1 
1 


. 23 A SERMON Preach d 


blaſ heme'd the moſt ſacred Myſteries of our Religion. 
And confidering, that vain Men would be wiſe ; that” they 
ar, roud of being rationd!, and fo conceited of their own 


Abilities, as to think 4 . capable of . 


every * 20 W onde. f they thereupon pxeſently 

up for themſelves, make their own weak-Judgment; 
and filly Phancy, the Standard of their Lives, and re- 
ſolve to believe nothing which their ſhallow Underſtand-· 
ing can t fully fathom and comprehend, nor to do — N K 


which their own, Reaſon would not 
ſelf, Wire by Dependance 9055 We and and 


vine Authority, have preſcrib'd to them as neceſlary, or 
convenient: Nor need it ſeem” more ſtrange to us, that 
ſuch great Pretenders to Reaſon and Knowledge, ſhould 
ſo eaſily impoſe upon the 1 Part of the World, 
under the Notion Bf jeaoning. i hem to philoſo hize, 
act like Men Ot rattonal* Faebiies or, (às the ubtke of 
Serpent wheedled our Firll Patente) rs ze as Gods, knowing 
Good and Evil, Thus, that crafty old Soph iſter i impoſed 
upon our poor — 2 — even in Paradiſe it ſelf, and 
thay his Atheiſties Diſciples have ende avour'd to, 
their unhappy Poſterity Aa ever"'{ince, inculgſti 
them ſueh Keen theſe;>viz:;/ That it is igh R 
that any ching ſhould'be Products out 6f ara that 
an ine0rporeal Subſtance i is à Contradiction in the Nature 
off things; that if there were any ſuch thing as an Imma- 
terial Being; yet it eontd not be: fuppogdtoiat: upon 2 
Material, &c. All which, they lay oro as abſdlute and 
elf evident Prinelples, to be beliewd without any Re- 
ſtriction or” Limitarjon whatſoever; which being by 
them taken for granted, they ure preſently thereupon, 
as 8 00 * ing the Infinitt and Spiritual Creator of all 
1 7 


of his own World, ag aſcride the curious 


#ft Architectue of ſt to ehe fonuitous 


— ——— — 


- 4c. « #$S. $i. Mmm nn Bow mu ies ei CR 


- \at-Biſhop's- Stortford, Oc. +3 


time ptomiſcuouſly and confuſedly in the-inimenſe Va- 


cuum, at length jumbled themſelves into this beautiful 


Frame. 157 0 Rs : 

But theſe Underminers of the very Foundation of all 
Religion in general, are not the only vain Philoſophers 
in the World, which we are to take Heed of; no, there 
is another Sect of them amongſt us, profeſſing Chriſtianity 
in their own Senſe, whom it will no leſs behove us to 
beware of: I mean, ſuch as pretend to own the Excel- 
lency and Neceſſity of the moral Part of Religion, and to 


allow the Scriptures, or at leaſt, ſome part of thein, to 


be Sacred and Authentick ; yet, at the ſame time, are 
ſo highly. concetted of their own Reafon, as in ſome Meg- 
ſure to prefer it before Divine Revelation, not think- 
ing themſelves obliged to believe any thing therein con- 
tain d, that ſeems contrary to, or which is the ſame thing 
with them, above their own Senſe of things; and when- 
ever they meet with any thing which they can't com- 
2 they preſently cry out, Contradiction and Ab- 
urdity, and think themſelves acquitted from any Obli- 
gation of aſſemting to it; as if they look d upon it as an 


Infringement of the Liberty and Property of ſuch free 
= 5 


Agents as they are, to have any thing impos'd 
upon them, as a neceſſary Article of Belief, which their 


own Capacities can't fully comprehend. Hence they 


are for making neither Scripture, not Tradition, but 
their o- conceited Phancy, many times in Oppoſi- 
tion to both, the Rule of their Faith, with which they 
are very careful not to overburthen themſelves, but are 
for xeducing all the Credends of Chriſtianity into a 


very narrow Compaſs, to one or two Articles at the 


moſt; as hath been attempted by one of the moſt ad- 
mird Fhiloſophers of that licentions Age and Nation 
wherein we live, thereby making Faith indeed, in ſome 

Senſe, though very * that of our Saviour, 
e d 


like 


j 4 bee, | SE RM O N. | Prench'd 


Bee a Grain of. Muſtard-Seed, viz.” Not in Quality, but 
Quantit Fir ek 4 Ne badi 5 r Rr URN 


And 3 they are but for a little Faith, ſo that they may 


ſeem atleaſt in ſome Meaſure conſiſtent with themſelves, 
they are not for many Works, leſt there ſhould be more than 
they are able of their own Strength to bear, and conſe- 
quently muſt be forced to own: their Obligation to ſome 
other Coadjutor for his Aſſiſtance, to enable them to per- 
form their neceſſary Duty, which they might poſſibly 
#hink too great a Reflection upon their noble Nature; and 
therefore judging themſelves ſufficient for the whole Duty 
in Man, they make no ſcruple to exclude the third Perſon 
in the ever bleſſed Trinity out af the World, without 
whoſe Aſſiſtance all good Chriſtians are willi 15 to ac- 
knowledge, that they can do no manner of Tbing that 
i en nie, oe eto £099) eds b nter 
Tis true indeed, they are for aſſenting to ſuch Truths, 
and performing ſuch Duties, as natural Reaſon would 
have preached to them; but if the Scripture it ſelf requires 
any thing more of them, they can hardly think them- 
ſelves obliged to ĩt, eſpecially if they cannot of themſelves: 


give a very good Reaſon for it.... 


I !nhus for inſtance, becauſe they can't fee how the Eating 
of Brend, or Drinking of Wine, which are the proper 
Food of the Body, can nouriſh the Soul, or confer Grace; 
or how the Sprinkling a little Water upon the Body, can 


waſh away the Pollution of the Soul, they preſently can - 


clude one of the Chriſtian Sacraments to be barely Dom- 
memorat ive; and the otliet to be an unneceffary, Cireum · 
ſtanee of Religion: So becauſe they cant ſee hom or why 


the Poſterity of Adam ſhould be concerned in his Fall, 


they can eaſily acquit themſelves and others of the Guilt 
tend; lee any Reaſon; why momentary Siiis Jhould; be 
puniſh'd with Eternal Torments, they comfortably con- 


of Original Sin: And beenuſe they can't, as they pre- 


—_— 


— 
4 — 2 — — 2 — — 
— — * * 


clude, 


5; 


ah, Biſhop s Stortford, Hr. 


— 


——— — — 
clude, that the Puniſhments of the Damn d will be but 
Temporary: 80 again, Becauſe they can't ſee any ne- 

ceſſity 2 numerical 1 11 ne _ — 
anner of bringing it about, they think they may ſafely 

Blot that Article rr of the he pony . Then: as for the 
Holy Orders, of the Miniſtry, ſuch as Chriſt conferr d 
upon his Apoſtles, and commanded them and their Suc- 
ceſſors to confer. upon others to the End of the World; 
they have ſo mean a Notion of them, that truly they 
can t ſee why the Clark gf the Pa urge pon Oe- 
caſion change Places with His Maſter, or the Mayor of 
the Town, ſeparate for the Miniſtry, as ell as the Bi- 
ſho of the Dioceſs. F TER enn 

- Theſe and many others of à like Stamp 


p OE Ae —_— 


.are the wild 


Philoſophy ; have borrow d frem the. antient; Hereticks, 
(for thete is ſcarce one of them which they can properly 

call their on) and'endeavour to infect the World with, 
Yes 08 ſpecious Titles of manly Opinions, and rational 

rinciples of Religion. How great a Party theſe two 
dects of vain Pretenders to Ve in oppoſit ion to 
ound Reaſon, orthodox Theology, and divine Revela- 
on, wake, ot may make. i not timely; prevented by the 
ous Prudence of our Legiſlators, and the more powerful. 
nterpoſition of Divine Providence, is, too Melancholy a. 


- 


Theme for me to inlarge. pon. Sure Fam, that the bold 
and opets Inſults which. have, been made pf late by them 
91705 F LG "Re II in | 10 E101 4 434 

porn; 1 75 Religion, mak Fa A ſeaſonahle and 
requilits x the M. tens of hs \ olpel to take. all fit- 
ring ene to preſs home upon their Auditors, that 
mot adtnirable- Exhortation of the Apoſtle in my Text, 
17 708 tft on Man [poll You Wc Open vain 
FYceir. © In Diſcourſing upon which Words I thall, 
oF 309” 0) THOHNe DOR engen * HH 
2101$115 9% 2199 IM eee Jute TE oy 20 090027 
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Notions which theſe, great Fiege to; Reaſon and 


3 * — — 
. IT ney” £32 


1 SERMON: T7 


gf. Gahdacr whine Cot FHN ö p Sos, ks 
the Arete here cautions: the” Wy ts ans ink. 

Secondly, 1 all l eabour to pe to EST e ede 
ſedueed, or. ſpoiled by fuck kind of Pelton by 
gearing the Princi oa” and Myſteries of our molt Holy 
Religion from the foul Afperſions gf Acheiſtical and 'S»- 
cinian Pretenders'to Philofophy 7 ; and ſhewing the Weak- 
neſs, Folly aud Vanity, as well 3 the bold a dil 
of their manner of Feen FD ore Nha " 

Aud Firſt bf the Er. After the Apoſtle hit h 
niſned the Coloffe bans to beware of Im oftors, 1 
forall” begidle © them” with, diy Is ords,” impo pong 
things, nick tho they nigh t look like. Truth, yet 
the fame Time were We far from being 7A he proceeds 
to reckon up Jome of the 15 Ins of npoſtures ; to 
the Firft of Which he pives the Title orb Hoſophy, and 
then immediately adds ſuch Words as plainly (how what 
kind of Philoſophy 7115 vis, fi eh is vain and 
fallacious. And ye! had he not; Beth þ plegled this te 
explain himſelf; yet could it the” We ſu ppoſec 
that he had fiitended any other Far as for 85 aud ſoui 
Philoſophy, whether. * 5 or Moral Vitis plain, that 
could not be here meant by the A le; "fach Philoſo- 
phy being on Ap op reef fot, Which is im- 


f 


2 Wc 85 eh at ou 17 
to reject true an ine Philo would be t 
reject Reaſon it felt; "which cold my. done without N 


reflecting either r npon the Wiſdom e or the Goodneſs of the 
Beneficent Author of. our Bein ; making it the di- 
ſtinguiſting Prop 2 755 a hr Wh re, k ides, ſou 
Philoſophy and 2088 barbing may 100 6 ought to bs ſo 
manag'd, as to be very uſeful even in Matters of Religion, 
particularly for the cl: ar CEE and perſpicuous 


_ 


— — — — —ũ—ẽà4—U > aprons . — — 


a” wr 


pture be the Rule of our Faith, yet 


ide e- Steftfordt Ge. 7 


teach, us what thoſe great and neceſſary Truths are which 


ate either exprefly contait d in it, or may fairly and evi- 


dently be deduced from it. Thus, for inſtance, we be- 


lieve the my ſteriou Doctrine of the ever bleſſed Trinity, 


which tho infinitely above our Reaſon, yet is by no means 


contrary to it; our Reaſon ſhew ing us, that it is plainly 
revealed in Holy Scripture, which death not only aſſert 


the; Unityoof the Geahtad;* and the Divinity _ of the 


Father; Son ard Hey Ghoft ; but doth alſo plainly 
aſcribe' to each .of theſe" three bleſſéd Perſons all the 


Eſſential: Attributes of 'th Divine Nature: On tfie con- 
trary, we do not believe the abſurd Doctrine of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, our Reaſon ſhewing us, that this being a 
flat Contradiction both to the Senſes and Reaſon of Man- 
kind; neither is, nor can be contained in that un- erring 


3® Rule 


SERMON Der 


Rule which God has given us ti wallenby z au cf 
3 ande e\ Words from which tom uould infer 
it, cannot be meant in a literal, but muſt; as they very 
well may, be underſtood ãn a figurative Senſt only 
Indeed, the Apoſtle is fo far from diſallow ing a mo- 
deſt uſe of Reaſon in Matters of Religion, wbicb Is 
our reaſonable ſervice,.that as we'Fftevrfind;him making 
uſe of Arguments drawn from it even in Points of Faith 
and Doctrine, ſo he ſeems e e e of us alſo. 


Thus, Eph, 5. v, 17. He Exhorts us nat to be unwiſe, 
but to underftand what the Wilf of the Lord is, and ch. 4, 


v. 14. of the ſame Epiſtle, he Admoniſheth us 1 be no 
longer Obildrengarried about with every wind of Doctrine; 
but we muſt, , according to his Direction, 1 Theff. cb. 5; 
are adviſed in another place) to give an Anſwer 


ro every one that cuts us a redſon of the ho that is in 
1. Add to this, that there is nothing, Scripture only 
excepted,. can give us mare clear Idea s, and lively 
1 
In ight, 


pture and revealed Religion. It cannot therefore be ima- 


gined, that the Apoſtleſhould here endeavour t diſſuade 

11 the Study of itrue: Philoſophy, but only from 
UNeTr 

of ſome vip Pretenders to it ; ſuch as thoſe falſe Apoſtles 
the Gnoſtigt: (or Men of Knowledge as they had the Va. 
nity to Stile themſelves, who pretending to more Un- 

derſtanding than ordinary, had quite forſaken the Faith 


. 8 1 «4 -P ef 


— —— —_——_— 
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our ſelyesto-be impoſed upon by the groſs Errors 


at Stortſord, r. | 
of! Chrift endehvour d to obtrude upon the Cn, as 
about oe Worſhip uf Angels;:about-the Creation of the 
World, and the Fabulous Pedigrees of the Gods under 
the Name of Dune, & c. partly perhaps taken from the 
Platonick Philoſophy, and partly the Inventions of their; 
on Brains. No, tis plain that it is not Philoſophy properly 
ſo ſtiled, but as he elſe-where 8 Science (falſely ſo 
called; it is not Philoſophy it ſelf, but the vain Deceit 
of it, which St. Paul here cautions us againſt. For vain 
and deceitful it muſt ' needs prove, when it ventures out 
of its proper Sphere, and preter ds to intermeddle fo far 
in Matters of Religion, as either to deduce, the Funda- 
mentals of it from its oun Maxims, or to oppoſe thoſe 
Principles which are True in the common Order of 
Nature to Theological ones, which are above Reaſon, 
or Dogmatically to determine about ſuch Matters as can- 
not properly be judged of by meer natural Reaſon; 
ſuch as are the moſt acceptable Manner of Divine Worſhip, 
the Means of God's Reconciliation to us, the Sacred 
Myſteries of our Religion, and all thoſe Mattersof Faith, 
which depending entirehy upon the good Will and Plea- 
ſure of our Heavenly Father revealed to us, are not to be 
ſought for in our on Brains, but in his Divine Word. 
For as we are to render unto Reaſon. the Things that 
are Reaſon's, ſo if we will be juſt to God or our ſelves, 
we muſt alſo give unto Faith the Things that are Faith's. 
Becauſe in thoſe ſublime Matters which are above the 
Reach of human Reaſon, and depend only upon the good 
Will of God revealed in Scriptuxe, it cannot poſſibly of 
it ſelf produce any thing which we can ſafely and with 
certainty depend upon; but in pretending to it, muſt 
neceſſarily prove it ſelf vain and fallacious, and lead its 
Followers into many dangerous Miſta kes 
Thus we ſee, that there may be Hereticks in Philoſo- 
phy, as well as in Religion ; that Tares may ſpring up in 
the Schools, as well as in yn Church; and Ny = 5 
u that 


* 
— Dr rr en We ”) |” Oo 99S 2 — me 


wo A ERM ON Precet's. 


that the Philoſophy oſ ſome Men, may be as vain as the 
Religion of others. Not without-great Reaſon therefore, 
did the Apoſtle exhort the Coloftuns to beware leſt any 
Man ſhauld deceive, ſpoil, or rob them of the Priuci- 
ples of their Religion, or ſeduce them from the Purity 
and Simplicity of it, under the ſpecious and deceitful 
Pretence of Philoſoph y. 


Nen od e en Aol 
A Caution as needful for our wife Age, as that of the 
Apoſtle, wherein ?tis to be fear d, we may find ſome Men 
vain enough to affect the Imputation of Hereſſe, or even 
of Atheiſm it ſelf, in Hopes thereby to be miſtaken for 
Philoſophers, who, under Pretence of a greater Share of 
Knoir ledge, and deeper Inſight into Philoſophy, aud the 
Nature of Things, than the reſt of Mankind, take the 
Liberty not only to call in Queſtion, but openly to de- 
claim againſt, not onlythe ſacred Myſteries of the Chriſtian, 
but the great Fundamental of all Religion in general, as 
contrad ĩictory to the Principles: of Natural Reaſon, and 
conſequently; not to be believ*d by rational Agents. 
Now theſe are either profeſs d Atheiſts, or pretended 
Unitarians ; the former being fon no Religion at all; the 
latter, for as little as may be:z' thaſe; the Diſt iples of the 
philoſ6phicalHobd-si; theſe rhe Followers and Admirers 
of the eaſoning Svzinus, both prenending to be wile, 
and deſpiſing others. But with what little Reaſon, 
ſhall now ee to conſider under me 
£0; 90% *; roi ene en dk ot: ng; 


Second general Head, in which I propoſed to cx 


gesessen e231 


poſe 
the Vnnity of theſe Mens Philoſophy, e 
Principles and Myſteries of our Holy Religion, from 
thoſe foul Aſperſions hich they have caſt upon them; 
which map, I hope, prove ſufficient to diſſuade any in- 
genuous Minds from following, or being miſled by them. 
-Ololidg e doi REST yeu ere c a3). e 
To begin them with the Former, 'who tho' they were 
deſervedſy reckoned the Fools of David's time, yet we 
wil- 
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willidgly be thought the greateſt Wits of ours, | vis. 
thoſe'who ſay i#their heart there is moGvd, pretending, 
Oh thoꝰ in contradiction tu the univerſal Conſent of the Wiſeſt | 
t) of Men in all Nations, and in all Ages of the World, 
ful in oppoſſtion to che Light of Nature, and I. am afraid, 
very often, to the Didtates/ of their on Confriences, 
that tis abſoſutely impoſſible for Mankind to frame any 
Notion of an Immaterial Subſtance, and that any thing 
ſhould be Infinite, Eternal, and neceſſarily Self- exiſtent, 
is what they can by no Means find in their Hearts to con- 
ceive, it being, as they ſay, abſolutely impoſſible to ap- 
prehend how any thing ſhould exiſt without a- Cauſe, 
or be the Cauſèe of its -own Exiſtence; and therefore, 
with as much Modeſty as Reaſon, conclude, That there 
can be no ſuch Being, but that all things came by Chance, 
and that all thoſe Changes and Varieties which we ſee in 
the Wortd, are but the Refults of a continual Scuffle of 
material Particle. . 91155 Aare 
Very philoſophically contriv'd! But are thefe Men 
of Wit and Reaſon in good Earneft, when they talk at 
this Rate > Are they really perſuaded of the Truth of what 
they would impoſe” upon others? And are they reſolved 
to believe nothing which their own Brains cannot fully 
compreherid, muſt Ep ey of conceiving the Na- 
ture of a thing, neceſſarily conclude againſt the Exiftence 
of it? If fo, they muſt be forc'd every Day they live, 


le to deny their Senſes; out of pure Complement to their 

he Underſtanding, and confeſs, that they never ſaw or felt 

m any ſuch thing as Matter in their Lives. 

M5 For who can frame to himſelf ſo clear a Netion, even 

N”- of extended Matter it ſelf, as to free it from all the Dif- 

m. ficulties and Iutricacies, with, which the Extenſion of 
it is perplexed? For, this extended Matter muſt con- 

CE! | ſiſt; eicher of Atoms, ſtrictly fo catPd;” or of Particles in- 

Id finitely divifible: The former, viz. That: any Part of 
ont: ſe” Matter 
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Matter that is extendelſl into Length. Breaſich, and EFhlick- 
neſs, ſhould pet be concei v d to be indivalible, is WHA I 
think, I may ſafely ptonounce to be utterly impoſſible. 
And yet the latter is not much leſs diffienlt to be under- 
ſtood For nothing can be diviſble ind Parts it has not 
if therefore any Body or Portion of Matter be diviſible 
into infinite extended Parts, it muſt conſiſt of infinite 
extended Parts; and one 'wou'd- think," that“ what is 
made up of jinfiuite extended Parts, muſt he infinitely ex- 
tended it ſelf: One Conſeqvence of which: would be, 


that the moſt miniite Body in the Werld, would be as 


infinitely extendefl as the whole Maſs of Matter, and 
any Part of that Body as infinitely extended as the whole; 
which things are as hard Myſteries, atleaſt to my Ima- 
gination, as any thing in the Notion of an incorporeal 
Subſtance can be to theirs; and yet, I preſume: they 
would reckon me little better than a mad: Man, ſhould 
I deny the Exiſtence of Matter, and conſequently,” be- 
lieve, that there is nothing elſe Spirit in the World, 
meetly upon the Account of theſe Difficulties. 
Wbat an inconliderate piece of Folly then muſt it needs 
be, ſcornfully to [reje&t any commonly received Truth, 
only for ſeeming toi be clouded: with ſome Difficulties 
and Intricacies of Conception, tincei that of whoſe Ex- 
iſteuce we have the moſt, ſenſible Demonſtration, is as 
intangled and perplex'd in the conceiving, as any thing 
that; can be propounded to our Iinzginatien. Well, 
but after all, are, thefe;/Virtuoſa's ſure that they can 
have no Notion of an Infigite, eternal, and, felf. ex iſtent 
Being? Surely no, tis ſimpoſſihle ; they muſt be for&d, 


after all, whether; they will or 3no,, to.acknowledge. the 
quite contrary, and own either God or ehe to 
Szias 

great as that of the former: For they can't, according 


be ſuch, and the Intricaey of the latter, will 


>, 
Is \ 


da their own, Principles, pretend that it was; made in 


time, 
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imer beraule, then it will be neceſſary for them to allow. 
ſome pi Being that wr de Which can 
be no other than an Omnipotent Creatour, unleſs they 
can be fo fottiſh as to imagine” that it came by Chance ; 
but then they muſt allow this Chance to be fomething | 
* real '(ſitice nothing” can produce no Effect) and then Ne- 
ceſſity/ will-oblige them to allow this Chance to be E- | 
ternal; un leſs they can ſuppoſe this Chance to have been 
; begotten by ſome elder Chance : But then they 'muſt fill 
go on till they come to the fame thing; ſo that, tho 
they will not allow God to be Eternal, becauſe they. 
can't conceive how he ſhould be ſo, yer they muſt be 
forcd to allow Matter, or ſomething elſe” to be ſo, 
and ſo give thoſe Attributes to that, which they deny 
„ // nents: 
' Let us ſee then, in the next Place, how this Suppoſition 
of the Eternity of Matter will ſtand the Teſt of Reaſon and 
Philoſophy. Imagining therefore, Matter to be eternal, they 
muſt neceſſarily ſuppoſe either Motion or Re#, or a Power 
of moving or not moving it ſelf, naturally to belong 
to it. If they ſuppoſe Motion to be natural to Matter, it 
being allow'd by the Materialiſts themſelves to be uni- 
form, and of one Kind, as to its Subſtance or Eſſence; 
they muſt likewiſe ſuppoſe every diftin& Particle of it 
to be continually in Motion, and to be alike moved; 
for, if Motion be eſſential to Matter, it muſt be alike 
in every Part of it; ſo that every Part of it being alike, 
and moved alike, and conſequently, there being no Pre- 
valency at all in any one Particle of 1t above another, it 
could never have produced any Variety of Phœnomena 
in Nature at all, much lefs, thoſe, curious and wonder- 
ful ones, which we are daily Spectators and Admirers of; 
* but every Particle of Matter being in perpetual Motion, 
43 as: it muſt be, if Motion” be eſſential to it, all te 
| Matter df the Univerſe muſt have remained for, ever, | 
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ever have been, 9 71 5 ot Fang together, ge ws 
ſee they do, i, much "lax 17 Quantities, in all ſolid Bo- 
dies; and, therefgre, mult conclude, that it has Ke: Mor! 
tian. bot from it. f elf, LM; from ſome, higher and more 
=p. Principle. | "But. 1 1. other nd, they Will 
ſay, that Motion is not 155 to Neuer as it is plain 


indeed, that it is 152 then muſt they 0 f Neceſſity allow 
it to be moved and aQuated by ſome other, Agent and 
what this can be, but that immenſe 95 which is con- 
tinually preſent in every Quarter of the Univerſe, to 
order and dipoſe every thing in it as he ſees fit, let them 
diſcover when they all find themſelves more at Leiſure 
ny it, than they. have hitherto appeared to be. 


But, if to avoid theſe Inconxeniencies, ithey ſhall think 
fit to aflign, to Mat 5152 -a kind of Jifcrerionaty- Power of 

moving of not Ying ing it {clf, as Occafion ſhal} require, 
then mult they alſo allow it to have ſome Kind of Kriow- 
ledge or Thought. belonging to; it; and if fo, they muſt 


acknowledge this. Thoug 5 t to be either eſſem ia or anh⸗ 


55 


accidettal bg it; if the;farmer, | then muſt even) Parti- 
cle of Mat tter have ats of it, and the moſk;fluggith 
Block might be a3 ogbtfl a theſe great Phyoſophers 
, WP le, have a better Opinion of 
themfelves, than t w, ſuch. a Compariſou. And 
vet J can't ſce. ba; 500 can make it a meer Made, or 
1 dent of. Maps, becauſe) the Nature of | Accidevrs 
th,” that ugh we . may-.conceive the Subject of 
f thei without having any Conception of themſelves at 
the fame time, yet, we can nexer conceive the Accidents 
of any Subject, wühgut having. ſome Conception, ar 
the. 1 5 time, of the Subje&.ta which they dd 
Bur now we may have a clear and diſtinct Conception 5 
Thought, without having any Conception at All of Mat- 
ter at the fame time to which it ſhould belong, but can, 
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and muſt canceive it to belong to ſomething very diffe- 
rent from it. Ach Rin bor eb: 8 - 38 £751 517 
So great is the Folly, ſo weak the Reaſoning, and ſo 
vain the Philoſophy of theſe vain Pretenders to it, who, 
preſuming upon the Strength of their ov private Judg- 
ments, and one would think, the Weakneſs of every 

Bodies el ſe, endeavour to propagate ſuck filly; incohe- 
rent Opinions, as they can't pretend to maintain; without 
offering palpable Violence to their own Faculties, making 
all the reft of the World the Complement of being Fools, 
and boldly fighting againſt God himſelft. 

I might eaſily produce ſeveral other Inſtances of the Va- 
nity of thefe Mens Philoſophy, but 1 ſhall at preſent 
content my ſelf with what has been already obſerved, 
hoping that may prove ſafficient to convince any Man of 
common Senſe, of the Folly of thoſe vain Men, who pre- 
tend to juſtifie their Unbelief of the main Fundamental 
ef all Religion in general, by Reafon and Philoſophy. 
I come nom therefore; in the next Place, to examine 
the Philoſophy of that other Sect of Pretenders to it, be- 
ſore- mentioned, who, though they own the God that 
maderthem, and all his Attributes, except Omniſcience, 
whichithey think fit to ſtint and limit; yet take Leave 
to deny his eternally begotten Son, the Lord that re- 
deemed them, who pretend, at leaſt, to own' the Au- 
thority of the Holy Scriptures, and yet make bold, not 
only to call in Queſtion, but to deny the greateſt My- 
Atries of Religion contained in them, they being, as they 
make” no Suruple to affert; cont radictory to true Reaſon 
and Philoſophy ; and though perhaps, i#-w# examine 

Matters! throughly, we ſhall find, that all the Reaſon 
theſe great Pretenders have to vilifie and contemn theſe 
Divine Truths, is; That their ſhallow Noddles can't fully 

comprehend. the Nature and the Modus of them, which 
oniideration alone would be enough to make any 1 
| an 
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and modeſt Reaſoner ſtlent ini the Caſe: For if theſe 
be ſuch things as we don't underſtand the Nature of, we 
niny imagine a thouſand Abſurdities and Contradictions 
which are wholly owing to our Ignorance of Things, 
and to be found only in our weak Concept ions. But 
having ſhew'd already, that we do, and mult believe the 
Exiſtence of things, whoſe; intimate Natures we can't 
comprehend, they being clouded with ſuch Difficulties, 
and Intricacies of Conception, as we cin by no Means 
ſolve or extricate our ſelves from ; 3 ſhew'd, I ſay, 
that we muſt believe ſuch Things, or elſe we muſt be- 
lieve nothing at all, there being Pale anf thing in the 
World, whoſe Nature and Eſſence we can be ſure we 
throughly underſtand; I ſhall now beg Leave to lay 
down this-one Axiom of Chriffigh Philoſophy, which no 
Man, profeſſing Chriſtianity (as theſe Philoſophers do) 
provided they do but believe what they profeſs, can deny, 
viz. That What ſoever is clearly revealed in holy Scri- 
Pture, is certaioly true, 2, Scripture being given by Inſpi- 
ration from Gad; and conſequently, F an Angel from 
Heaven ſhould pretend to ue any other Dactrinæ in 43; 
Oppoſition to it, we may ſecurely, nay, we are obliged], + — 
aving good Authority ſo to do, to reject it; with much al 
greater Reaſon ſurely, may we condemn the Ignorance, * 
Pride, Preſumption, and :Injpudence of that bold con- ti 
ceited Mortal, who ſhall pretend to Reaſon and Philoſo- E 
phize in Oppoſition and Contradiction to theſe Divine 4 
El 
8 
tl 


Oracles, and not without the greateſt Reaſon imaginable, 
pronounce that Man's Philoſophy, how ſpecious ſo ever 
it may appear, to be vain and fallaciou s. 

Let us nom therefore ſee, whether thoſe Myſteries, 
which theſe bold Pretenders to Reaſon aſperſe as con- 7 
trnd ictious to it, be plainly contained in the Sacred 
Writings of the Divinely inſpired Per- men. To begin { 
then with the Doctrine ob ths Holy and Ever-bleifea gt 


Trinity, 


— — — 


at Biſhop's-Stortford, Ge. 17 
Trinity, which they ſcornfully reject as the moſt abſurd 
Contradiction, and we believe to be the moſt profound 
Myſtery of the Chriſt ian Religion. That there is but On- 
God, is the plaineſt and moſt allowed Principle of Re. 
vealed as well as Natural Religion; and yet, that the 
Name or Title of God. is exprelly given, not only to the 
Father, but alſo to the Son, and Holy Ghoſt in holy 
Scripture, is what theſe great Philoſophers themſelves. 
do not think fit to deny; and that this Title is not given 
to them only, in a figurative or lower, as they pretend, but 
in a true and proper Senſe, we have this plain and eve- 
dent Reaſon to believe, viz. That the ſame infallible 
Divine Writings afcribe all the eſſential and incommuni- 
cable Attributes. of the Divine Nature particularly to 
each of them. Now, He to whom the eflential Attri- 
butes of God do truly and properly belong, can be no other 
than the true God; for if theſe Attributes of God may 
belong to any other Being beſides Himſelf, then they cau- 
not be faid to be eſſential to himſelf, ſince the Eſſence of 
a Thing is that which conſtitutes the Nature of it, and 
diſtinguiſheth it from all other things whatſoever, inſo- 
much, that to ſeparate a Thing from its Eſſence, is 
all one as to ſeparate it from its ſelf. Since therefore, 
all the eſſential Attributes of the Divine Nature are par- 
ticularly aſcribed to each of the Three Perſons of the 
Ever · bleſſed Trinity in holy Scripture, and conſequently, 
do truly belong to them, we muſt conclude that what- 
ever other Diſtinction there may be between the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, they axe. ſtill eſſentially one and 
the ſame true G d over all bleſſed for evermore. . 
Jo that though this great Myſtery, as to the Modus 
of it, be ahove the ſhort Reach of our ſhallow Capacities 
to comprehend, (and, indeed, if it were not, it would be 
ſo far from being the greateſt, that it would. be no My- 
ſtery at/ally and-though 1 8 could never have 
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Tee * unto tus, as our Saviour told St. Peter, — 
ne made that eminent Profeſſion of his Divinity, March. 
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16. v.16, 17. Yet ſince God himſelf has been plefſed to 
reveal this great Myſtery to us in his own infallible 
Word, that Man will ſhew himſelf to be a ver * bold, but 
at the Caine time, a very vain Pretender to biloſophy, 
who ſhall venture to deny it, meerly becauſe tis out of 
the Depth of his ſhallow Comprehenſion. For what 1s 
this, but to be dogmatical, to ſay no worſe, about a 
thing which he himſelf confeſſes he can't underſtand > 

Now, as for thoſe Paſſages of Holy Scripture which 
relate to the Truth of this myſterious Article of our 
Religion, as they are too numerous to be particularly 
cited by me at preſent, ſo are they, I think, too obvious 
to be overlooked by any diligent Peruſer of thoſe Sacred 
Volumes, which may, I hope, excuſe my troubling ei- 
ther you or my ſelf with the nn of ther at 
this time. 

Well, but perhjipe they may tell us that thoſe Paſſages 
of Holy Scripture which mention, or by neceſſary Con- 
——— feem to infer, the Divinity of the Son and 

Ghoſt, are not ſo plain and expreſs, as bur dul] 
To itarians pretend, hut have been very much miſinter- 
© preted by them, it being impoſſible that any ſuch thing 
as a Contradiction, as hey roundly declare this to be, 
ſhould be clearly aſſerted ths Soriptures; and conſe- 


| pts ntly, *that *tis very modeſt, as well as reaſonable, to 


e, That the Foy 
mitive Fathers of the ( 


of the dull Chriſtiani. World 


EN either thro 
„ miſint terpreted and endeavourtd;: to impoſe 
their Expoſit 


Ach be have Ne rightly nr or fincerel 
e by any, but only form few ſuch choice el A : 
| ell- 


r firſt General Councils, the Pri- 
gels in a word, the Generality 
r theſe 1600 Years and up- 
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Well- meaning Perſons, as Cxrinthus, Ebion, Paulus Sa- 
no ſetanus, Photinus, Petrus Abelar dus, Servetus, the So- 
cinus s, and their Followers, who ſcorn to interpret 
Scripture according to the old dull Way of Lexicon, 
and the natural and proper Signification of Words or 
Phraſes, as Men interpret other Writings, but by their 
own Phancy in Oppoſition to all theſe, by private Re- 
velation, which they muſt pretend, or nothing, to make 
out ſome of their Expoſitions, and now and then ſetting 
up the Sriack in Oppoſition to the Greek Teſtament, 
(that is, in humble Imitation of the Feſuites, preferring 
the Copy before the Original) as if the Evangeliſts and 
Apoſtles who wrote the New Teſtament in Greek, did 
not underſtand. their Maſters or their own Meaning, as 
well as the Syriack Tranſlator, 


Well, but is it neceſſary that the Primitive Fathers, 


who differ from theſe Wits in their Senſe of Scripture, 
muſt be either Fools or Knaves? Muſt their Interpreta- 
tions of theſe Places proceed from Want of Senſe, Learn- 
ing, or Honeſty 2 Let us conſider then in which they 
were deficient, and which could be the Cauſe of 
their Miſtake : Was it for Want of Senſe or Learning. 
to underſtand the Scriptures? No ſurely, they will not 
pretend to be ſo little acquainted with Books, as to charge 
them with Inſufficiency: upon this Account, unleſs * 
adventure, they can ſuppoſe that thoſe learned Vo- 
lumes which bear their Names, were wrote by ſome Body 
elſe] doubtleſs: great Friends of theirs, in order to eſta- 
bliſh their Credit in the World, and make them famous 
to Poſterity'; which yet they may as well ſuppoſe as the 
other. For they. muſt either cal} in Queſtion the Truth 
and Sihcefity; and deny the Authority of all the Hiſtori- 
ans who wrote in or about thoſe Times, or elſe they 
muſt acknowledge, That the Primitive Chriſtians, and 
conſequently/the Antient 15 athers, who' were the moſt 
1 8 5 2 


Eminent 
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Eminent of them, were Men of the greateſt Purity, 
Sincerity and Integrity, that ever adoriyd the Chriſtin 
N ee 

But beſides, What Deſign could they have in impoſing 
fuch a Do&rin-, ſuppoſing it falſe, upon the World! 
They could not hope to gain either Money or Proſelytes by 
it. As for the former, *tis plain it could have no tendency 
to that; if it had, in all probability, the Church of Rome, 
who makes as much of her Doctrines as may be, would not 


- — — 
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have been ſo negligent as ſhehas hitherto been in making 
that Uſe of it. And as to the latter, (according to the 
Socinians own Principles) it was the moſt unlikely 


Means imaginable to gain them, there being, as they 
alledge (how truly I will not determine) no greater Stum- 


bling block in the way of Jes and Gentiles, whoſe Con- 
verſion was the great Work of thoſe Fathers, than the 
Doctrine of the Trinity, which according to them is 


ſuch a Contradiction, as a Man muſt renounce his Rea- 


ſon before he can believe it: As if all tlie Chriſtian 


World, except an Handful or two of Hereticks, were meer 
Sots and Ideots, No, tis plain; there are, and ever have 


been; a ſufficient Number of Men profeſſing the Orthodox 
Faith of the Holy Catholick Church, who have been a- 
ble, by Strength of Argument, to defend it againſt all 


Oppoſers whatſoever; who have as far excelled their Ad- 


verſaries in ſound Reaſon and good Literature, as they 


* - 


have: been outdone by them in Face and I pn 
loſophy, 


which is the moſt ſerviceable Part of their Ph 


and. many times ſerves inſtead of Argument.” And that 
theſe Profeſfors and Defenders of the Catholick Faith, 


were as ſincere in this myſterious one, as in aꝶ other 


Article of their Creed, is what we can have no Reaſon at 


7 to queſtion ; which thing alone would be a kind of 


as 
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rgument to me, if there were no other, that tie Do- 
Ctrine af the Trinity is not fo palpable a Contradiction 
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as theſe vain Philoſophers would wake it. It being vet y 
difficult, if not impoſſible, to conceive; how any Mai in 
his Senſes can give a firm Aſſent to, or ſincerely believe 
a manifeſt Contraqiction, that is, what he knows to be ſo. 


But beſides, thò we can't comprehend this great My- 
ſtery of a Trinity in Unity, ſo as exactly to determine 
the Modus of it, and how it mult be; (for it would, beno 


Myſtery if we could) yet ſince it is, and muſt be allow'd 


SM conſidering Men, that One may be Three and 
ree may be One in a; different Reſpect; this I think is 


8 * 


1 


ſufficient to clear it from that bold and unreaſonable 


Charge of Contradiction, which has ſo inconſidexately been 
brought againſt it by theſe vain Pretenders to Reaſon and 
Philoſophy. And indeed, what greater Argument can 
there be of the Vanity of any Man's Philoſophy than to 
be, even in oppoſition to Divine Reyelation, dogmatical 
in a thing of which he underſtands ſo little, than to 
pretend to determine what is, and what is not a Contra- 
diction in the Nature of thoſe things, which he himſelf 
muſt confeſs he can't underſtand or comprehendꝰ $ 

Having ſaid thus much of this moſt myſterious Arti- 
cle of our holy Faith, I,might now ꝓroceed to ſome o- 
thers, which the free Thinkers of this reaſoning Age 
take the Liberty to philoſophize againſt, and ſhew, that 
how much ſoever they may be above gur Reaſon, yet they 
are by no Means contrary to it, and therefore being plain- 
ly revealed in Holy Scriptyre, ,ought- as firmly to be be- 
lieved by us. But — afraid that I have tre ſpaſſed too 


. 


much upon your Patience already z and therefore, ſhall 


only beg Leave to add a Word or two by way of Appli- 
cation, to thoſe promiſing and hopeful Youths, upon 
whoſe Account we are now afſembled, and who are now 
apply improving themſelves in the Knowledge of the 
nguages under One who is ſo compleat a Maſter of 
them himſelf, and is, and has been for many Years: ſo. 
WWW diligent 


at the thorou 
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dingent ad ſuccefsful an Inſtructat of others in Wa 


that Leawt help thinking, that it will be too much their 
own Faults, if any of ok ſhould fail to anſwer the End 
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You have hear that it is not true Phil6ſophy « or 15 
mane Learning, that the Apoſtle here cautions the Col- 
Mans againſt. He was too great a Maſter of that himſelf, 
and tod well'acquaifired with the Excellency and Uſeful- 
neſs oflit) eithe©to. defp 5 it lach or or Wholly to dif. 
courags others from of it; he knew it by 
nce to be a gre "Tip en: and a delight. 
ful Entertainment of the Mind of Man, and that it 
might, with a wi aid prudent Conduck, be very ſer- 
viceablezeven'to Reli WH ſelf; it was therefore, only 
the vaiti Deevit and prey oF it which he condemned z © 
from Wien xheré is "nothing ſd likely to fecure you, as 
a thorough Knowledge of the thing it ſelf and therefore, 
the Con deration of has he here ſays in the Text ſhould 
be fo far from diſcouri ing you in the Purſuit of true 
Phildſophy, or an) 1 arch fühſervient to it, that 
See quicken or, Whg iu the, 
Profecution thereof, x 90 

Ibu are now learning thoſe Languages 1 in which, the 
Learning and Wiſdom of the Antient Sages is lock'd.up ; 
withour which, op cannot conſe vent! expect to arrive 

Knowledge e of their Philofophy; and the' 
perhaps, you Maytthink tfns a dry and erabbed Study, yet. 
remember that tis in order to 700 uilifie your ſelves for the 
more uſeful, caſie, anck delightful Staty of Philoſophy It, 
felf, which willas el wandt as it doth deſexye your ut. 
moſt Di Taler and Induſtry; the Beauty of which will 


3 5 Sweetneſs wherepf will 5 fleaſe.you, fo 48 to 
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But chat Pinay the more effectua li | to pur 
ſue your pteſert Studies with Diligenèe and Alacrity, let 
me recommend to your Imitatioir the Examples of thoſe 
ingenious and learned Gentlemen, who have ſurmounted 
all the Difficulties of them, aid have gone through your 
School before you, and many of them fince that, through 
the more learned Schools of ' Philoſophy it ſelf, and art 
now kindly permitting their reſpective Countries to Thatt 
with them in the happy Ad vantages of their learned Edu- 
eat ion, whilſt others of them are {till ſtudying the Scien- 

ces, with no leſs Credit and 8 than Pleaſure 
and Delight in the neighbouring Univerſity), of Which! 

have the Satisfaction of knowihg ſome of them td be no 

mean Ornaments; and to which I hope, many of you will 
make Haſt to folloł them with ſuch a Stock of Claffical 
Learning as may ftill keep up thar Reputation which your 
School Has ſo defetvedly got in that leitfied" Body, where 
you will (oon learn to argue better than to deſpiſe Ptiiloſo- 
phy and human Learning, meerly becauſe forthe vain Pre. 
tenders to it, either out of Ignorance or Deſign, hnave made 
an ill Uſe of it, and endeavoureꝗ to pervert it to wicked 
Purpoſes. For that would be too far tò miinick the illogical 
Romaniſts in their unreaſonable way of argzuing, when 
from the accidental Abuſe of a thing, they would infer- 
the Unlawfulneſs of its Uſe, and becauſe ſome unwary, 
or unlearned Men, as St. Peter ſpeaks, Wreſt the Scri- 
ptures to their omn Deſtruction, forbid them to be read by 
any ; tho', by the ſame ſort of Logick, when their Hands 
were in, they might as reaſonably preſcribe a perpetual: 
Fafttobeobferr d ii their Church, and f6 Tarve the 
Bodies as well as the Souls of their People, and prove 
Eating and Drinking to be unlawful, becauſe ſome Men 
are Gluttons, and others Winabihbers. 
There, I ſay, you will ſoon be taught to argue at an 
ether rate, and will, I hope, conſequetitly be ſo far ow | 
| Y ns | 5 ane neg 7 
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1789 1 aan iſing Philoſophy, upon; the Aotourtt of 
ving been ſed by ſome vain Pretenders, to it, that 


vou will 10 be the more diligent upon that very Ac- 


count to make your ſelves ſuch thorough Maſters of it, as 
that you may be enabled thereby to put to Silence the Ig- 
norance of, ſuch fooliſſi and a ns Men, as ſhall-go about 
to argue you out of your Religion towards God, or, 
which is a conſiderable Part of it, your Loyalty to- 
wards his Vicegerent, meerly upon the Account of the 
Difficulty. of conceiving ſome. Points of the former, or 
ſome Inconvenience which may palbbly: ariſe from the 
49 Practice of the latter. 
7 will learn to diſtinguiſh between the Wei 
Era meer Natural aud Reveal'd Religion; and that tho 
Ro alone may teach us the former, yet the latter de- 
Ek ing entirely upon God's good Will and Pleaſure, can 
rk only from what he has been pleas'd to reveal to 
ripture.; the Study of which I muſt therefore 
15 253 othe . recommend to you, as containing 
in it that moſt excellent Syſtem of Divine Philoſophy 
which was once delivered to 4's Saints, and which #lone 
fs able zo make, any oe unto Salvation. 1 
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